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Marathon Hurdled, New

Slephen Dunn / The Hartford Courant
“I figured I'd get through the last couple of miles on pluck if I had
to,” sald Pat Griskus of Waterbury, who ran a 26.2-mile marathon in
4:11:09 in Middletown this month despite an artificlal leg.
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nbeknowst to anyone

save a few close friends,

a Waterbury man with

an artificial leg entered and com-

leted the John W. English Mara-

on in Middletown this month.

Thirty-five-year-old Pat Griskus

crossed the finish line in 4:11:09,

ahead of eight of the 120 runners

who completed the 26.2-mile
grind.

Griskus lost his left leg six
Inches below the knee 15 years
ago. He was serving in the Ma-
rines In Kansas City and taking an
off-duty spin on his motorcycle
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Waterbury Amputee Runs 26 Miles in 4:11

when he was broadsided by a
drunk driver.

“The next lhinf 1 remember I °
woke up in a hospital,” he says. “1
looked down and saw this big wad
of bandages. I remember think-
ing, ‘T wonder if there's still a ieq
on the other side of the bandages.
It was quite a while before 1 got
the nerve to hoist myself up and
look. There wasn't.” g

According to Dick Traum of the
New York Road Runners’ Club,
only three or four amputees have
ever finished a marathon. Traum,
an above-the-knee amputee, was
the first. He ran the New York
City Marathon in 1976. “It wasn't
untl]l several years later that I
reallzed no one llke me had ever
done it before,” he said.

Since 1976 Traum has finished
three other New York City Mara-
thons with a personal record of
6:44. Before being Informed of
Griskus' performance he had nev-
er heard of another ampulee run-
ning faster than his own best.
“That’s a very, very fine time,"” he
said. “In fact, that's the first qual-
ity time I've heard of.”

If Griskus had run a 4:11 in last
October’'s New York City Mara-
thon, he would have finished
ahead of over 3,000 other runners.
And the Middletown marathon
course is considered a very tough
one — more difficult than either
New York or Boston.

See Marathon, Page D7



