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They ‘cheered him like nuts” as he crossed St. Peter’s Square

Loss of sight at age 15 ot o
casy thing to aceept. especially for
an athlete, For Jelfrey Pledger of
White Plains, however, blindness has
served as the motivation to exeel

I September 1984 Pleduer wis
ricken with ervptococesd menmm-
2iis andencephalitis and went blingd
A football and hasketbalt star at
Harrison High School as a teenager
he tound i difficult 1o 2ecept that he
would nolongerbe ableto participate
1 athletics or pertorm daily aelivi-
1S (s e had belore

B Pledger's determination and
price did not allow i o acceept his
bliindness as o handicap In Apnd
1935 he wiis ©ecepted for onide dog
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CMymother gets e rvons wlenaee
coout running.” Piedger explotned

Sut iy dog and o ears aiow me
to ran with little diftiuley

[te adavd, “BRunning s o greg
sportiormetnbe mvelved in beeause
Poan vens my hesirations on blind
ness

Since learning (o run with Vineen
zo. Pledeer hos entered several r
ces. b Octaber 1985 e ran o 13-
kitometer walkathon and raised
S&.000 for Guiding Eyves forthe Blind
Lt other events he raised $4.000 To
the tridning of guide dogs

Bidanmury 1936 Pledges joined the
Achitles Track Club of Anhatian
the handicapped division of the New
York City Road Runners Club and
begantraming to run mwathons and
other fong-distaner races

Running with o guide. 1o whom
he's attached by atether (Vincenzo
refusestorunmaore than eightmilesy
he competed py bis et New York
Vit Marationn Novemboer 1986 Hoe
fimshed in 33498
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‘Osservatore Romano,Arturo Mari

SPECIAL MOMENT—%0pe John Paul Il blesses White Plains resident Jeffrey
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muonsieesa she hopdeeappend e
i it the
el obany runne
the conspletion ol the race 150
counts They should sayv 1o thems-
selves, T started, T'm going to fin-
ish "

Cve learped 1o be niare compas-
sionate toward people since Pve he-
come disabied.” he said T R
harder to help others amd 1o be o
leader.™”

Pledger ran in his second New
York City Marathon in Novemher
987 completing the race in 05
and was the recipient ol the 1087
Achilles Runner of the Year Award.

His greatest athletic achievement
however, ocanred two months ago,
when be fiew to Ttaly 1o compete i
the 1988 Rome Marathon Pledger
sard i support wisstrong as he ran
i the <treets ol Diady's capital on
April 260 He deseribed ranning
through St Peter’s Square s the
highlight ot the event

“The people of Ttaly have aoreally
Sond attitiede shout running snd sup-
porting the handi-opped.™ he soid
CThey were cheering like s i S
Peter’s Square
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vi here rant finishing one
A tha numeraus races he has
entered

S oreal happy tha through
thooeftem v onaeish and the
Rnights of Cotumibus, of which T am
aomember, that Ewas able 10 go to
Home.”

Pledger who serves as a lector ot
StoAnthony's parish using a brailie
version of the readings. said that his
Catholic {aith has given him the
strength to aecept his handicap and
to strive to exeel

“Thave tried to accept my visual
Imp:m‘munl A8 AN INCONVenienee ra-
ther than a tragedy.” he soid.
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gurwho has not et biindness stop inm from competing in road running. Jeffrey
2ar's Rome marathon and then had 2 private avdisnne with the pope.

CThrough my faith in God T have
developed animner strength that has
helped me carry on with my life.”

A graduate of Westchester Com
miunity College, Pledger will attend
New York University this fall in
pursuit of a master's of husiness
administration degreein marketing.
His professional goal is to become a
directorof managementinformation
systems.

He will not neglect his hobby . how-
ever. Pledger plans to compete in
upcoming races in Poland and Brazii.




