Helping hands

Special gift for disabled athlete

By WAYNE COFFEY
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e first Sunday in Ne
vember is five nonths off’
but dichael Inglese already
has a grod idea how he will
spend it He will be up he-
fore dawn. e will be
primoed to complete his {irst

New York City Marathon

e with bo in his new
wheclehatr, beginning a 26-
mile jonrney on the Staten

Tsland side ol the Verrazano
Bricae, fillod with gratituce

for the students and staff of

Poly Prep. on the Brooklyn
side

My heart cors aut to all ol

themn,” Inglose said
Tnulese 1890 vears ofd, He
lives ina subsidized housing
complex inupstate Kingston
and has known not muceh but
Hardship, His moib
erdied when he was
a4 bov, His father all
but abandoned him
e suffered a hrain
tanmor at age 12, the
complications teav-
in¢ his legs erippled
and his face distie-
ared. Inglese also
s cerehral palsy,
Her= nat much for
NIRR ceremonies
aropublie appear
ances: but inglese
e an exceplian
Last Tiesday when
he rode down tao
Polv irom Kingston
with his friend and
the Rev
. voolb

nieEtor

coived the
standing ovation of
his lite
bocame 0 Poty
Prep Alumni
Room. a stately par-
lerwith roval biue walls and
rich wooden trim. U came
st alter the kids from Poly
presenied him with the
chair theyv'd spent six
months raising funds for
Inglese ontered hig first
marithon ast November, go-
ma 20 miles belore suceunih-
my to the cold and to the fa-
tigue broaght an by an old
chuir. Now he was sitting in
his new chair, smiling. offer-
ing a few heartfelt words.
Then he went for a spin in
the hallway.

1t feels really great that |

cowld help someone out,
said seventh-grader Reid
sy,

“IUs the nicest thing e
cver been a opart o7 said
Kathy Rienzio the Trench
cacher who spearheadod
the tund ratsing eifort.

Then Rienzi turned 1o Zoe
woplowitz, and =aid. “It's ali
throuch Zoe that this hap
pencd.”

Like Inglese. Kaplowiry ix
a disabled athlete who com-
petes for the Achilles Track
Club. She suffers from multi
ple selerosis. On her cruteh-
es. she has completed eight
marathons, fnishing last. ev-
ery time, forging on in dark-

ness and danger. with a spir-
it that refuses to flag even as
her body does.

Koplowitz. owner of a mov-
ing company. has achieved a
measure of fame. She has
been profiled in newspa-
pers. beecome a popular
speaker. been featured on
e

Shart Pogler. the parent-
teacher liaison at Poly. lost
her crandmother to MS. She
was awestriek al Kaplowity”
courage and further struck
by ber blue eyes -— just like
her grandmother's. Fogler
invited her (o speak.

Noplowilz accepted and so
‘od the 640 students that
they invited her back agam.
Shealker to them about her
TV -zet theory of life,” about
how we have 100 channels

W

OMA; M\'JNASER! B
POLY PREP students honor Michael Ingles
wheelchain and Zoe Koplowitz (with crutches).

ull ot possibibity.

ST voun don't like what vou
see. vou Just have to change
the channel.” Koplowitz
sad

She spoke about the mara-
thon heing o metaphor for
human struggie

“Wealtreach awall in life,
a point where yoir have noth-
g left to give. and yvou still
have to go on When you
mave past that point in vour
personal or professional
life. then vour life changes
forever.” Koplowitz said.

The Poly students gave
koplowitz one standing ova-
tion after another. There
were toa many hugs to count
The peaple at Poly Prep
wanted to know what they
coukbd da for her

Kapiowity consulted with
“tiek Traum. founder of
Nenilles, Ove of Traum's
programs is called Endow A
Chair, which seeks money to
buyv wheelchairs for dis-
abled athletes. Koplowitz
gol back to Rienzi and
Fogler, and the fund-raising
began last full.

Norothy Donavan, chair-
man of the math depart-
ment, came up with the idea
for Hat Day. Poly students

aren’t permitted to wear
hats. For one day. for S1. the
rife was waived and stu-
dents could wear whatever
hat they wanted. Hat Day
raised $400.

Lori Redell. the head of
admissions, presided over a
gala bake sale. That was
good for $500 more. One of
the customers was Reid
Ross. *'1 jusl bought and ate
stulf. he said

Reid’s molher, Vivian,
who works for St. Mary's
Hospital, had a contaet with
the Hygeia Moedical Co and
got a considerable price
hreak on a new Quickie rac-
ing wheelchair,

Then there was the $300
raised rom the ticket to the
Jackie Onassis auction that
was donated by Nieole Buck.
chairman of the lan-
guage department.
and purchased by
an anonvmous stalf
member

“The thing that's
very significant is
that it reatly in-
volved everyone.”
said Rienzi.

The effort raised
nearly $2.500 in all.
They 2ot to present
the chair to Inglese,
to sce his face aglow
last week

“T'm very glad we
could give to him
personaliyv.” said
Diane Fogarty. a
senior from Rocka-
vay. T think it was
important to have
that presentation —
for him to know that
somehody zave it to
him. and for us 10
(in see how happy he

was.

Faogarty wilt en
roll in Duke this fall. She
said she's grateful for this
whaole experience. and espe-
cially for mecting Koplowity,
Fogarty has cerebral palsy
She said she has felt
Koplowitz® strength and
been cmpowered by it
TShe’s so upbeat about
life.” Fogarty said. “She's
made me realize how much
more I can do aud how |
can’'t worry about what any-
body might think or say.”

Alittle before 3 p.m. Tues-
day. the Rev. Wailner pulled
his Jeep to the front en-
trance of Poly Prep and fold-
ed Inglese's new chair in the
buack. On the return trip to
RNingstan, they spoke about
the day and how beautiful
kindness can be.

inglesc put 7 miles on his
new chair the next day. He
has no doubt he'll finish the
marathon this year. He will
have a {ive-person support
team to help. They will take
turns accompanying him. en-
couraging him.

“They went to all ihe trou-
ble for the wheelchair. and
now they want to cowme with
me? That will be nice.” ing
lese said. 96-1
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