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LIEIVEUELESS Dick Traum, 59, will compete in his 11th NYC. maratho

PATRICK ANDRADE

Sunday, his first as a wheelchair entrant.

Disabled marathoner
adds finishing touch

« GEST
AFF WRITER
"raum will no deubt
; in his eyes when he

—ses the Central Park Carpu-
sel near the end of Sundav's
New York City Marathon.—

When competing as the
event's first disabled marathe-
ner in 1976, he got lost on the
course and feared he might not
make it past the proverbial
“wall” at the 20-mile mark.

But when he heard the carou-
sel's treacly music about a mile
from the finish line, his gloom
turned to joy.

“It was the greatest feeling of
my life,” he recalled. “I had
made it. Even today when I pass
by there it has special meaning
to me.”

Traum, 59, whe lost his right
leg when he was hit by a ear in
1965, will be one of 30,000 com-
peting in the 3lst annual
26.2-mile raee through the five
baroughs.

It will mark the 11th eity mara-
then for Traum, whe is about te
set a record for mest, ways of
competing in the event.

He's run on his artificial leg, "

he's walked the course along-
side a friend who has cerebral
palsy and he's completed the
marathen on erutches.

This year, Traum will use a

hand-egrank wheelchair. That's
because his doctors ordered him
to stop running after he under-
went knee replacement surgery

His uo.. running time was 6
Uif§; 44 minutes. As a hand-
o .m? . Traum said he antici-
pales hing in 2 heurs, 25
minules,

“You move like you never
maeved before,” said Traum, who
will be one of 140 wheelchair us-
ers in Sunday’s race. “It's sort of
like hot-redding.”

gt

The 31st runn:ug cf the New York City Marathon — by the numbers:

| Sunday, Nov. 5
Start time
10:50 a.m.
Number of runners
30,000

Joseph Chebet Il(ellral
2:09:14

Women's winner

'Iutrynr

Spectators expected
2 million

Cups of
water consumed

1.5 million

2,600 to 3,500

Portable toilets
along route

807
Number of race-day
volunteers

When he's not zooming
around Central Park, Praum can
be found at the headquarters of
the international nenprefit orga-
nization he fouaded, the Achil-
les Track Club, which encourag-
es people with disabilities to ex-
ercise and compete in races.

At a benefit dinner for the
club last night, Traum an-
nounced he had found a sponser
for the first Achilles Marathon,
to be held in Brooklyn's Pros-
pect Park on April 1.

Some 500 disabled and 1,500
nondisabled runners, who are
expected to raise money for non-
profit organizations, will partici-
pate in the race.

The Achilles Marathon will
award top finishers in several
classes — including those in
wheelchairs and those who are
blind or have undergone organ
transplants.

Traum wants this marathon to
become a world-class event for
noenprofessional disabled ath-
letes.

“It will give people who are
disabled the eppertunity te win
prizes where they ean ecempete
with their peers — semething
they're not eften able to deo," he
said.




