Wheelchair Games 2004: Fun For All

It was a day full of skill, triumph, good
sportsmanship and even a birthday
celebration. It was October 2nd, when 67
athletes from five states and as far away as
Ecuador traveled to Burke’s annual
Wheelchair Games. Participants competed
in track (40 to 1,500 meter races), field
events (softball, shot put, discus, javelin),
slalom and table tennis on Burke’s 60-acre
campus.

The athletes, who ranged in ages from 5
to 73 years old, represented teams including
the North Jersey Navigators, the CT
Cruisers, the Lightning Wheels, Young
Adults in Action and the Achilles Track
Club.

The White Plains High School marching
band, led by director Lesley Tompkins,
helped kick off the invitational’s opening
ceremonies. The Honorable Joseph DelFino,
mayor of White Plains, Dr. Mary Beth
Walsh, Executive Medical Director/ C.E.O.

Major funding for the Wheelchair
Games came from corporate sponsors R.
Argento & Sons, Inc., and Gail Steinberg &
Co., Inc. Thanks to Ralph Armento and a
dedicated group of volunteers, corporate

of Burke, and event chair, Maureen Ryan-
Carr, welcomed the crowd and lauded the
athletes for their courage.

An enthusiastic crowd fueled the
competitors’ confidence and smiles as
participants demonstrated their ability to sponsors and contributors, Wheelchair

overcome physical challenges on the field, Games 2004 was a tremendous success.
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participant.

Kicaraq Corral from Achilles Track Club team won
the.400 meter races on Burke’s annual wheelchair games
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MARATHON 2004

Annual Race is Moving Toward More Inclusion

By Brian Cruise

The human condition is one
of the most amazing paradoxes
of all things earthly. What can
be taken for granted for years
without thought, tan in an in-
stance become more important
than a most prized possession.
Especially, when that instance
changes a .life forever and
causes us to re-examine and ap-
preciate the simple gift of life.

For the 30 men and women

Walter Reed Team gets ready to roII

from the Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington,
D.C., who participated in the
New York City Marathon.There
was a sense of “never give up.”
The Achilles Track Club, an in-
ternational non-profit organiza-
tion, started a chapter at Walter
Reed for soldiers whohave come
home from Iraq after losing
limbs in the war. Achilles spon-
sored the group, who were en-
listed by Mary Bryant, a cancer

survivor, former model and spe-
cial projects director.

One year from the day Capt.
David Rozelle started learning

to run on a prosthetic leg, he =

came to run the marathon on a
prosthesis decorated with the
American flag. He thought that
running the marathon was a
good way to mark his anniver-
sary.

Navy medic Jose Ramos, who

Continued on page 25
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lost part of his left arm to a
rocket-propelled grenade
while patrolling with Marines
near Fallujah a couple of
months ago, also ran the
marathon as part of the
Walter Reed contingent. He
finished in 6:23. “I am very
glad to be here, and very
grateful to be alive,” said
Ramos.

Bill Reilly, who has cere-
bral palsy, competes in a
wheelchair, riding backward
and pushing with his feet in
small increments, which is the
only way he can do it. Reilly,
52, of Brooklyn, completed his
15th New York City Marathon
at 6:49 p.m., a 26.2-mile jour-
ney he started at 8 a.m. at the
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge.
Asked why he did it, he said,
“Because I'm nuts. It’s a chal-
lenge.”

For the elite wheelchair rac-
ers it was quite a challenge as
well, as three seconds deter-
mined the outcome. Saul

Mendoza, a Mexican who lives
in Texas, won the men’s race
in 1 hour, 33 minutes and 16
seconds. Krige Schabort, a
South African living in Geor-
gia, who finished first in 2002
and 2003, missed winning his
third consecutive N.Y.C.
Marathon, finishing second in
1:33:19. Kelly Smith, a Cana-
dian, was third with 1:33:24.

“It was a strong field, and it
was very difficult to break
away. So the last 10 meters,
when I saw the finish line, I
realized -I had 1it,” said
Mendoza.

Edith Hunkeler of Switzer-
land, won the women’s push-
rim competition in 1:53:27,
competing in her first New
York City Marathon.
Hunkeler broke the course
record of 1:59.30, set last year
by Cheri Blauwet. Sandra
Graf, 35, also of Switzerland,
finished 10 seconds behind
Hunkeler. “I never expected to
catch her,” Hunkeler said of

Graf, who held the lead
throughout most of the race.
“I hate uphills, but it was to
my advantage today that I
could catch her and win.”
New York is beginning to
equal Boston and Los Angeles
in drawing the elite wheel-
chair racers. Bob Laufer, the
wheelchair race director of the
marathon said, “Our goal is to
be companions with Boston
and L.A”
“New York is on the right
path because of the treatment

they give the athletes,” said

Mendoza.

The purse is also escalating
along with the races notoriety
in this, the fourth year as an
official division of the mara-
thon. '

Todd Philpott, 47, of Aus-
tralia, won the men’s
handcycle divisionin 1:17:12.
Angelique Simons, 37, of the
Netherlands, won the women’s
race in 1:50:02. For the first
time, this year’s handcycle di-

vision was classified as a com-
petitive race; it wzs previously
considered an exhibition. Al-
though no prize money was
awarded, the top three win-
ners received silver Tiffany
trophies.

Winners of the wheelchair
division on both the men’s and
women’s side each received
$3,500. The prize for second
place was $2,500, with $1,500
for third, $1,000 for fourth and
$750 for fifth. Jose Ramos and
Jennifer Woods won the Avis
inaugural “we try harder”
award.

The award celebrates
people who endeavor to over-
come considerable obstacles
through courage and extraor-
dinary effort. Ramos is under-
going rehabilitation at Walter
Reed, and Woods, who was di-
agnosed with Multiple Sclero-
sis 11 years ago, is an advo-
cate for individuals who suffer
from the disease and lives in
Indiana.



