PHOTO COURTTESY OF N.Y. ROADRUNNERS

Kurt Fearnley, 25, of Australia fin-
ished first in the men’s wheelchair
division with a record-breaking
time of 1:29.22.
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Igor Zadorozhny, a triple amputee
from Russia leads a group of
Achilles athletes across the
Verrezano Narrows Bridge on his
way to completing the marathon
in 3.5 hours.

makes her way amid able-bodied
athletes on Fourth Ave. in Brook-
lyn.

Achilles member Laura Westby ¢

Hundreds of disabled athletes
participated in the New York City
Marathon, Nov.5. Kurt Fearnley,
925, of Australia won in the men’s
wheelchair division with a record-
brealking time of 1:29.22. This was
done despite a mishap halfway
through the marathon when he
hit a pothole and fell over.

World champion wheelchair
racer Amanda McGrory, 22, of
1llinois won the women’s wheel-
chair division, crossing the finish
linein 1:54:17.

Paralympian Jacob Heilveil of
Colorado had the best finish
among the U.S. men, earning
sixth place with a time of 1:40:49.

Many of the marathon partici-
pants were members of the Achil-
les Track Club, athletes who use
crutches, braces, artificial limbs,
wheelchairs or run without aids.

The outstanding male and fe-
male Achilles Athletes were Brian
O'Sullivan and Ivonne Mosquera.
O’Sullivan, an above the knee
amputee, completed the course n
4:94:00 to set a world record for
above the knee amputees.
Mosquera, whois blind and runs
with the assistance of a guide, com-
pleted the race in 3:36:15.

The hand cycle wheelchair rac-
ers fielded the largest number of
finishers, with 98 crossing the fin-
ish line. The first male finisher was
Edward Maalouf, who finished in
1:25:36, followed by the first female
finisher, Monique Van Der Vorst,
in a time of 1:35:48.

Sister Mary Gladys, age 75, fin-
ished her 25th marathon. Igor
Cadzornyy from the Achilles

P

the end of the race.

Track Club of Moscow, who lost
both legs and an arm while in the
Russian military three years ago,
completed his first marathon in
3:30.00. Minori Nakaoji from Ja-
pan, who is totally blind, completed
er first marathon in a handerank
wheelchair. .

Achilles was founded in 1983
by Dick Traum, who was the first
amputee to run a marathon.
Since its inception, Achilles has
expanded to more than 46 cities

in the United States and more *

than 60 countries. Some of the
athletes are experienced, while
others are participating for the
first time.

" Unfortunately, some of the ex-
citement and spirit of the event
was overshadowed by an ongoing
divide between hand cyclists and
traditional push-rim wheelchair

racers. Many of the wheelchair

racers claim that riding a hand
cycle, (alsoknown as hand cranks),
in a marathon is the equivalent of
riding a bicycle and that it would
be more appropritate for them to
enter bicycle races.

Although some marathons
have recently decided to permit
hand cycles, the prizes and public
recognition are not comparable to
that of the wheelchair athletes.

Hand cranks is a growing
sport,” said Traum. Acrcording to
him, this is largely due to the fact
that at nearly half the price, hand
cranks are more accessible to ev-
eryone. He said that they are less
expensive because “They don't
have to be custom made like
wheelchairs.”
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Achilles President Dick Traum, left, congratulates a fellow athlete at
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World champion wheelchair racer
Amanda McGrory, 22, of lllinois
took the women's wheelchair di-
vision, crossing the finish line in
1:54:17.

Zoe Koplowntz,.lef-t, alks in
Brooklyn on her annual over-

night trek to finish the marathon.
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Ari Bert from Achilles South Af-
vica chapter, left, travels through
Brooklyn with his guide.




